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have the famous Memorial of the famous Mr r. 
Roland Cotton ſet in a true Light; which I ſhall cur- 1 44 
ſorily; clearly and impartially do, and doubt not but* or b | 
that you ( as well as every -unprejudiced LO Will 2 

be of Opinion with me, That the Amer An 
® Memoriali/t deſerve nothing but Scorn, and. eng ea 

| 82 E And that its not to be 2 ounted for, war the Ho- 

bee +: 1 Bous 15 Repreſentatives did not Kither burn it out. chan take i 


tte leaſt Notice of it; of which you'll be the better Judge ad 2 
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; * Letters and Proofs berewith preſented you. The firſt in 
Letter to ha Friend at Waburn ; of which the Plowing is a Ce. Ro, 
1 1 Mr * "Thompſon at loben., 
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«, his being Nay, it. is notoriouſly known, he was 
© and I preſume, put himſelf into the Papers to deceive his Town : 


e Town and Country, they II ks rog 
c above, if diſputed) Ton 
Character. 


2 Tool, it's not worth while to Tbour it, becauſe 


415 


W 3 it was falſe. 
Ke Neighbcur's Character, require me to declare, That if any ſuch Re- 
port there be, it is groſly falſe and injurious: And you * 

. Bi A ſo, PK. to contradict it. eee 7 find * . ves knoẽ-w 


ie That the Toi of Mien is fo 
© unjuſt to themſelves and the Province, as to ſe him. And as to 


ter in the Houſe ; 
4 But hope their Byes will be open, and they'll be thoroughly con- 
« vinc'd, That he can't faithfully do his Duty as a Clerk and as a 
Ms Repreſentative (if he does it as 82 ) and that for the Good of their 

him, and e | The 
ly prove by Gentlemen of- un 


Dur H now Servant, 


- 
Bos ron, May 5 
e James Allen. 
Give me Leve, Sir, to re > 4 to my Opinion of his being 


apprehend it's VA 
evident ; and of which can produce | ſuch Proofs as the Nature, of 
2 Thing admits of. But as to his being Nay, in voting about the 


Hog of the 1 it is notoriouſly known, be was Neuter in the 
(. though this Year, for ſupplying within 1943, perhaps to re- 


oo his own ay which I prove bes ſundry worthy 8 then 


. of the 


louſe, as appears by the following 


iq To Mr. Flag of Woburn.” ; 
817 R. Fee, Fright die. , 


H AVE not the leaſt Inclination to concern my ſelf in the Dif- 
pute between Meſſi. Allen and Cotton. But being inform'd, 

g As it's reported at Moblurn, in order to hurt Mr. Allen's 
RM a as if when you and Mr. Thompſon came to enquire 

% of me, Whether Mr. Cotton was really (as Mr. Allen in his Letter 


had charged im) a Neuter on the Oelen for ſupplying the Trea- 


* ſury I told them Thad ſeen that Letter, and refuſed to ſign 


I think Truth and a tender Regard to my 
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owing 3 
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© racter, I think my ſelf oblig'd in Juſtice to repreſent. the Matter 2a 7 


<« uneaſy that Mr. Cotton ſhould paſs over his own Name and not 


« well I told 


Vas Mr. 8 1 "his Turn came, ſhould 


© have declar himſelf either” Tea or Nay upon the Queſtion then put; ©. —_ 
« ſo Mr. Allen, che repreſented, that he dig 25 t, ſhould bas 1 
2. den the Morgen of that Matter in * its Cire 5: = 
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Mr. E dward Bromfeeld' 8 Certificate. 


Naſnuch as Mr. James Allen has declar'd, That when the Mem- p 
© bers of the Houſe of Repreſentatives anfiver'd" a Queſtion put 
to them on the 2 5th of March laſt, about fupplying the Freas - = 
© ſury, to be drawn in before the Year 1741, Mr. Roland Cots" = I 


% ton was tir And the ſaid Mr. Cotton's Conduct in that Aﬀair = 3 | 
© has been repreſented ſo as to bear injuriouſſy on Mr. Allen's Cha- — no 


“fully and exactly as T can remember, _ 
2 After the Houſe of Repreſentatives had reſolved to vote by Dart 
<« and Neys on the aforeſaid Queſtion, Mr. Cotton was directed to take 1 
the Lift of the Members, and call upon every One in order as they —_ 
ſtood on the Liſt: When the Call was over, ſeveral Members were 1 


vote Wich the reſt: And being queſtion'd by ſome of th Mem- 
e bers of the Reaſon of his Conduct, he reply'd, Tat bebe ow 

* calld upon; and alſo added, That the Speaker and Clerk were mandy. 
from voting, 8 when there was a Tye. 


Edward Bromfield. Fo 
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* 5 March 25. | 1739. In the Houſe. of Repreſenta- 


3 — 


"| HE Queſtion was put, Whether the Houſe would proceed to..meke 
. T 2 . of © Sankey with Bills 4 Credit, to be dr | 
ec before the Year 1742? Which Vote was defided by Leas and Nays Wy, 
« And in trying ſaid Votes, Mr. Cotton ſtood Neuter till the Houſe 
&« was adjourned. that Evening: And the Reaſon he gave that Evenin 
&« was, That in ſuch Votes the Speaker and Clerk were excuſed, unleſs 
& there ſhould be a Tye, And ſince, viz, this preſent Lear; he told me 
the ſame Reaſon. 18 | 


$ @ < T7 w 


Adam Cuſhing, \ 6 


June 24. 1740. 


But ſome of his Stictlers ( who perhaps are afraid an hngt Letter 

might go to their Towns, and let 'em know when tender Points, and 
Airs of Conſequence come upon the Carpet, their Members dodge and 

2 out of the May) have urg'd that ſaying, He can't du his Duty at 
Chrk and Repreſentative, is a great Rejieftion ; I think none at all, as 1 
meant it, (and of which Opinion ſome of his own Friends have been) 

from the Multiplicity of the Buſineſs, and not in an adverſe Senſe; 
which I doubt not could have made appear in either Senſe, could the E 
Honourable Houſe have ſtoop'd ſo much below their Honour as to hayes 
entred into the Merits, But as Mr. Memorialiſt threatens to ſue at 
Common Law, I may then perhaps have an Opportunity, c. In the 
mean Time I am not greatly terriſied, becauſe the Damages can't riſe 


higher than the Thing damnified : As if I damnified a+ Bag of Cotton, 


and the Damages prov'd, I can but pay for the Bag. 1 
4. But I was ſo far from attempting to ruin his Character ( which perhaps 
8 may be loo late for me to do at this, Time of Day ) that I can make it 


appear, I was not ſo much as officious in his Election, as appears by the 
following Certificates; 9 JU 64 . 
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cc] T H E Subſcriber teſti me That whereas es was a Da 5 Was, i 
„pute at Mobumm W . Roland Cotton, our late Repre- 4 1 
<< ſentative, was Neher or not, when the Queſtion was put in the 


* Hopourable Houſe uf 8 by Leas and Nays, about ſupply- - 


Ang the Freaſfury ? I for my own Satisfaction apply d to Mr. Jamer _ - = 
Allen at Boff: „and deſired him to ſet the Matter in a true Light 3 1 
and heard his Opinion ask d, Whether it might not be beſt to in- WY 
e form the Selet-Men ? To which the faid Mr. Allen made Anſwer, 64 
«© That as to the Thing he thought it notoriouſly true ; and as it was J 6M : 


a publick Fact he'd give it under his Hand to his Friend at Woburn, = 
who might ſhow it to Mr. Cotton if he deny'd it: But as to ſend- 7... $08 


6» ing it to the Select-Men, he could by no Means think it proper to | | 7 # =*4 2 
SA n with the * Affairs. A 
; | 7 homas Temple. 
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Mr. Samuel Thompſon” 8 Certificate. 


e THE Subſcriber” teſtify to the Truth of the above, and farther: 
declare, That I applied ” myſelf to Mr. Allen, Mr. Cuſbing and Mr. 
. A e and they all ſatisfied me that he was a Neuter, 


Sammel Thompſon, 


But I was credibly inform'd, That this ſame Mr. Cotten made In 
tereſt againſt me with Gentlemen of the Silver Bank, and why- not 
equally faulty ? Nay, more faulty than to write to a rivate Frientl- - 
a publit Fact P And where is the Difference, as to intermeddlin 0 Je 
tween writing in Favour, or to the Prejudice. of a nent 


fairly introduces the, Letter of Fohn Nine, ay Ge” 
5 The 

Ja Neeber, anda 3 1 7 

Jew d. 2 FSG 8 5 | | Y 
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cc] 


„ Houſe, . but this Minute, about Nine o' Clock 


* home. 


cc 


SIR, 


Am very forry your Meſſenger has been de 
2 by my Abſence from home, 


cc happe 


The Letter * 
Mr. 


I am much ſurprized that any ſuch Report ſhould be fp 
concerning you, relating to the Suppl 
*© Queſtion was decided by Yeas and N55 4 which I think altogether fulſe 
and groundleſs ; for I am very 1 

your Vote myſelf, nor do I 2 that any other Perſon 0 8 
— you did very right ſince you inſerted your Name, to do i it accor· 


E. to your Judgment. 


hope that this Report will not be now im 
3 in your Election approaching; but 
preſentatives may have your 


| — Cop on. 


Joby Que 


«hy to 


| + 5. 
in'd & bong, which 
he came ta 


y of the Trey, ve the 


ſure I did not then call upon you 


ved to Diad- 
at the Haute of Re- 
mpany and Aſſiſtance another Year, 


where I ſhall be glad to meet with you. A bk , 
Who am with great Reſpedt, W. 
__ gw; humble Ser I 
B * 6 1M, _ - > 5 n % 
ng John Quiyt, 
A true Copy of the Original upon File. 
Auen Fohn Ru Hel, Town Clerk for . oburn. 
- Which 1 think . litthe Notice or ag” By but muſt ob- 


e, The Reaſon given, why he thinks the 


'£ 


rt of ſaid Cotton's* 


Neuter is falſe and groundleſs, becauſe he nor any other Perſon . 


d upon him; and the Reaſon he gave 


for himſelf was, That the 


Speaker and Clerk were 'excus'd from voting; (which is falſe in Fact) 


both which Reaſons. _ the. 


| Endeayour to excule it, 
* 5 
1 * Ms] Pot Henk, monk 7 oo 


act; but in an idle, ſilly Manner 
"WR 11 pra” by every Perſon In 


N 


diſtinguiſhi 80 the Sceatien had no Ripht 40 en upon 
b. be. . 0 de or the Houſe, was, That .the. Glerk ſhould al 
ery Mun by Name, aud take the Anſwer Vea or Nay ; and Mr. 
Je, as Clerk, gught to have call'd upon himſelf - as Repre-* 
ſentatiye, (for if he will \appear, he ought to act in two Capacities) 
and not after the Court Fiſes inſert his Name in the Liſt of Nays, - 
leſt his Town ſhould ſt e him: But all this may do well enough 


2 che „ eee 


"hall tO ans the Vote of the Honourable Houle of Re- 
NOI folk ow and let « 75 Man of Thought, or even of commomt 
Senſe, judge the mig eaſan the  Memorialit has to crow, or 
whether he does not _— in his Shame? And how it was poſſible 
with the leaſt Propriety, for the Houſe to take any Notice of his 
| urg which they voted not cognizable before em, and yet (tho 

* flighty Manner ) partly granted the Prayer, and at the ſame 

—_— the OI te 2 di e 7 2 is as follows: 


o 
* 
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% » 


of Repreſentatives Aſſem- 
in Boſton, May 29. 1740. 


HK The Memorial of Roland Cotton, Repreſentative a 
of the Town of . —_— 5 


"hat emen ee ad 1 a 


c | 141 nin e Besen of > Sear ig 
L I Houle theſe three Years paſt and as a Member thereof, to 
the utmoſt - eageavour'd to the true Intereſt of N 
„ Town and Country with Faltkfulneßß and. Integrity. 
4 That the Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives of the laſt Y 
44 elected him their Clerk, in which Capacity he ſerv'd to their A | 
». < tance : Notwithflanding which, Mr. 5 Allen, one of the =o / 
oy preſentatives for rf has al of Bits fog * and preſent N 


* . be Aen., fc, ora 
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at has ee ſiched by his own Hara, beck z hat been inautris 


* % ead about the Town f Woburn, end red utterly to ruin 
„the Character of your Memorialiſt with big Conſſituents, and thereby 

* hinder his Election: The ſaid Letter c< ptaining divers Things — 
c your Memorialiſt which are "falſe and injurious, s will appear 

nan attgſted Copy "thereof herewith prefenteAto this Honourable gate, 


„ Your Memorialiſt therefore dunn pra this — Houſe 


1 * to take the Premiſes into your ſerious Coneration, and take ſuch 
3 Meaſures to vindicate the Honour of this Heuſe of A | 
8 and the Character of your Memoriali/t, as ſhall ba ble to Tr 
3 X Juſtice and the known Ep of the ene ve Body of 
* egy aer 4p 4 15 


And as in-Duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


| Roland Cotton, 
"Kt true Bi of the Original upon File. 
Atteſt, Roland Cutten, Cler. Reg. 


ts. - 
* w= - ©. * - — — — 


© Aſtoniſhing this to a low and common, or ik leaſt tolerable Ups 
derſtanding ! And who can account for it? That an honeſt, innocent 
private Letter, ſent to a private Friend by à private.g about a 
= private Man, neither of the Parties being either or ee 
Iz ders of the Court, not then ſitting, or ſo much as in being, "could pro- 
% duce a Complaint or Memorial that could potfibly be allow'd fo dy 
as to lie on the Table! I could recite to you many little, low, — 
Circumſtances and Contrivances of the Memorialiſt, were it wo 
while to trouble you, or my ſelf about em; as producing a falſe C 
of a prepoſterous Record of a Town Clerk, and denying in the Houſe 
that he had any other Copy ; for which refer "oy to the Town — 
Certificates as follows, vis 


bt Certificates of the Town Clerk of 
3 0 Woburn, _ May 3 fe. 1740. 


Trg may DP Whom i may vr. That at the Ad 
Time I.gave Mr, Reland Cotton a Copy © Mr. James Allen's 


Letter 


1 Pie Hear, Fus Hoare, 2 7 84 e 7 
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9 as. 


VuR NI . Mr. Allen O 13 at the lower End hereof, 
the Paper being folded up and ſealed, which Seal I thought to 


< be the ſealing of the Letter when ſeat up to the Town,but this Da 45 


upon viewing the ſame, am of Opinion, there is ſome writing ſ: "= 
; << up, what I do not know, having not 3 be Seal but kept it l 
5 86 as committed to me. Ef 


2 Jul Ruſſel Town Clerk for Woburn. _ | © 


As alſo denying e. 7 of his „ Memorial, and obliged me 
A | © to move for an Order of the Houſe, and then obtain'd it; and when 
he was jealous den e hr in his Hand 
: ſuppoſe} was a Vote ready cut and dry'd ) and demanded 
Pf the Houſe to vindicate his Charadter ( a fine Buſineſs for the Houfe 
to ſet upon, an and perhaps an impoſſible Taſk ) But the Houſe not think- 1 
ing it proper to be ctam'd with his Vote, (though the ſingle Point uon 
tte Carpet, and for which the Memorial was refer d, was, I beiber „„ 
"the Memorial fbould be ſuſfained or not ? ) directed Judge Graves and N 

| Major Pomroy to draw up a 1 Vote, which they bro't in, and was — 
Han *pecepted by 'by whe Houſe, with ſome Amendments, And now, pray 1 
'Sir, give your ſerious and reverend Attention to this mighty Support of WT COTE 

Ar. Memorialiff's Character, Parturiunt Montes ! ---- And I appre- 3 

hend, it's like giving a Babe a two Penny | Rattle to huſh him from £W 115 
F ths Gap But fee the Vote and judge of it, and what mighty Reaſon -* 


has to triumph: It is as follows: 47 FL 
The Vote of the Houſe. *-* 


TPON: eng a Memorial prefentel by Mr. Roland Catton, Clerk . 
e of che; Houſe, referring to a Letter ſent by Mr. James Alln. 


« ini rder to 
< containing as he ſts forth, ry 0 on him, rims i 
| a * 24, Me MN 5 0 


7 
\ 


»£ x 
F 2 


þ 1 
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* 


prevent his; being eleRed a Repreſentative; Ee. The Houſe. c: 
N. £<into the following Vote, viz. That although the ſaid Mr. Roland 
Cotton's Character ſtands well with the Houſe, yet they are of Opinion - 
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& it is not proper for the Houſe to enter into the Merits of the wy 


.**. contain'd in ſaid Memorial; and therefore Order'd that the ſame 


© diſmiſs'd; and that the faid Mr: Roland 
. n Bill to prevent any Perſons” unduly 
others in the Choice of a Repreſentative for the future. 

A true Copy Atteſt. Roland Cotton Cler. R 


. 


'tton be directed to bring 


& 


I beg Leave to obſerve, The Reflections upon which this Memorial 
is büllt, are, as he ſets forth, a mighty Foundation of Credit this! An 
pray obſerve how his negative Character is lugg'd in, viz. That he flan 
ell with this Houſe": hich could not be judg'd of the 1 Fi of May 
laſt when this Letter was wrote: The Engliſh of which, I apprehend 


to be this, That he has ſerv'd the Houſe about fix Days, and he ſtands 

well, becauſe not ſigmatia d; and the Houſe judging it not proper to 
enter into the Merits, allow'd no Opportunity to ptove any Thing againſt 
him: A miſt ſure Way not to be detectid u E perceive the mighty 
Flouriſh, and pretty Sugar Plumb is, That he bring in a Bill to prevent 
unduly and irregularly influencing future Choices of Repreſentatives, - 


which I take to be a ſevere Banter upon him; as no Body can think 


the Houſe ſuppo#d him capable of the Thing; but aſſign d him the 
Task as a Puniſhment for his impertinent Memorial, or elſe perhaps as a 
fond Parent gives a crying Child a Tharp Knife to quiet him, tho? ſure 
| But if the dignified Memorialiſt, with ſome of his 

. own Stamp, ſhould put their Sage Heads 1 and jumble up a Pad- 


to cut his Fingers. 


bot or Widen Shove Bill, and preſent it, I promiſe my ſelf the Pleaſure 


"A 


of moving to the Honourable Houſe for inſerting ſundry ſalutary Clauſes ; 
which ſhall introduce with a merry Story as I heard it from an ingenious. 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance: It is as follows s 


* 11. "ae ) 


IE; + he tn os. oo SOT ANTS „ 28 

cc A Weaver in the County of P----h made a Buſineſs of playing upon 
+ * a Fiddle and drew. away many People to hear the Muſick ; 
upon which a Com plaint or Memorial was pat into the Church againſt 


him, and upon the Trial, ( not before the Trial) he was order'd to 
be ſuſpended: But ſome Time after, the ſaid Weaver mov'd ſor a 


Kettoration, making a penitent Confeſlion ; and the Farſon putting 


ere, nee,, Nee e le 
5 N wa | 9 

oel Lek hum up Down Ha rom la, 
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e, bc. The. Houſe. came 


d irregularly influencing 


22 
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141 1 


ee, the Queſtion, Brother 435 ſtarted up ad ea c 
« with an Amendment, That the {hog ſhould: 

e prevent any 2 undue and irregular Practices forthe future; w 
«© was 2 according! Wy; Some Time after it fo „d, that , 
<<<. ther C----z was a Widower ( or if a Batchelor, e a 
% 2 handſome Maid, and happening to be too aQive, prov: » M = 
„ with. Child; upon which Brother C----x. was: ld before the 1 | 
© Church and ſuſpended ; and afterwards Mov'd for Reſtoration ; which 

<« charitable Brother Weaver agreed to with. this r 

.  <© the Infirument ſhould be taken away, to prevent 2 than undue 


4 « and irregular influencing the Propagation of Mank 2 Kun, ct i | of ; 4 
„Which was voted accordingly, 7A ys 1 75 75 
Any Perſon that makes a Buſineſs of kiffing Gir t L Wk, : ; 1 2 
and begs hard for a Choice both in Town Meeting and dut of it, that = 
takes his Eſtate (which qualifies him for a Choice) from his Anceſtos 
by Deed of Gift to defraud the honeſt Credito their juſt Demands, n n 


Which. perhaps ps may be more than the whole Eſtate; every Perſon ſo 
offending, ſhall be render'd for ever uncapable of a Seat in the Houſe © 
of Repreſentatives. Theſe c Hints I give on a ſudden, un per- 
haps gay .muldes, 2p a, dee it Time the Bill ( in Embrioy'to e e 
1 an Embrio ) has a ſecond 2 In the ee I beg . 
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